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SOCIAL MEDIA’S ROLE 


A Conflict Plays Out Online 


Racially Charged Incident 
Goes Viral, Catching 
UHart Off Guard 


GOP PROPOSAL 


week. “There will be 10 million people out there who 
think they know what’s going on before you've had a 
chance to actually tell them what’s going on, and by 
that time, it’s already too late. 

“There’s no way to undo it because no one really 
wants to read after that. They’ve already decided.” 


Reform 


By KATHLEEN MEGAN 


kmegan@courant.com 


Social media played a key role in the revelation of 
the disgusting ways a University of Hartford student 
said she treated her roommate, but it also acted as a 
juggernaut that, once unleashed, was out of anyone’s 
control, particularly the university’s. 

“Social media moves faster than news,” UHart 
President Gregory Woodward told reporters last 


For Woodward, it was almost impossible to get out 
ahead of the racially charged incident involving 
Brianna Brochu, who is white and admitted she had 


covertly contaminated her black roommate’s belong- BRIANNA 
ings. BROCHU 
David Ryan Polgar, a West Hartford writer on the set offa 
ethical use of social media and technology, said it’s social media 
“the new normal” for universities and corporations. storm with 
her Insta- 
CONFLICT, A9 gram post. 


AN ETHIOPIAN’S LONG ROAD 


LAUREN SCHNEIDERMAN | LSCHNEIDERMAN@COURANT.COM 


WEYESSA “ACE” MCALISTER, Trinity College’s top cross country runner, warms up at Vernon Rails-To-Trails on Friday. 


McAlister and his sister grew up in Ethiopia and were sent to an orphanage, where they were adopted by a Massachusetts couple. 


A Trinity ‘Ace’ 


ARTFORD — He would 
get up when the sun rose 
in his small village in 
southern Ethiopia. There 
were no clocks and no watches and 
he didn’t know how to tell time 
anyway, but he said he knew that if 
he didn’t run quickly to get to school 
on time, he would be beaten. 
Weyessa “Ace” McAlister was 8 
years old. He had to run six miles 


each way. in West Africa. 

There were 100 children in his Has Come Around the same time, in western 
class. He ran to school for about Massachusetts, a couple with four 
three years, until the day his children were raising a small boy, an 
grandfather told him that he and his By LORI RILEY 


younger sister would have to go to an 


A Cross 


orphanage in Addis Ababa, the 
Ethiopian capital. There were 1 


children living in his grandparents’ 
Country house at the time. Weyessa’s father 

had died when he was 3. His parents 
Runner had divorced, he said, and he had no 


Reflects On 
How Far He 


lriley@courant.com 


contact with his mother. 


Massachusetts, a couple with four 


Around the same time, in western 


children were raising a small boy, an 
orphan from Burkina Faso, a country 
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On Fast 
Track 


Seeking Momentum 
In Major Overhaul 


By LISA MASCARO 


Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — House Republicans pro- 
duced an ambitious proposal to overhaul the tax 
code, but as lawmakers sift through the pages, 
sorting out winners and losers, any concerns 
they might have are being overpowered by the 
political momentum to deliver on one of 
President Trump’s top priorities. 

The legislation is on a fast track to pass in the 
House in a matter of weeks, despite criticism 
that it’s heavily tilted toward corporations and 
the wealthy, does little for the middle class and 
will pile $1.5 trillion onto the deficit. 

Instead, Republicans see in the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act an opportunity to salvage their 
legislative agenda, after limited accomplish- 


TAX, A16 


IN THE BILL: 

> Personal exemption, deduction for state and 
local taxes gone. 

> Standard deduction boosted. 

> Mortgage interest deduction capped. 


Waiting 
On Wyman 
And Klarides 


Time Running Short 
For Two Heavyweights 


By DANIELA ALTIMARI 


dnaltimari@courant.com 


Looming behind the dozens of candidates 
showing interest in becoming the next governor 
of Connecticut are a couple of power players 
who could dramatically alter the race for both 
political parties. 

Democratic Lt. Gov. Nancy Wyman and 
House Republican Leader Themis Klarides 
have yet to disclose their plans. 

Both women said they would wait until the 
state budget was adopted before making an 
announcement. With Gov. Dannel P. Malloy 
signing the $413 billion document into law last 
week, the clock is ticking on their decision. 
Malloy, a two-term Democrat, declared earlier 


GOVERNOR, A8 


Theater Conflict 


In our political climate, there seems 
to be an increase in violence on stage. 
Arts, Page G1 


Daylight-Saving Time 

We gained an hour overnight. Don’t 
forget to turn back any clocks that 
need setting. 


Brazile Vs. Clinton 

Former DNC head Donna Brazile’s 
book says Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
had taken on “the odor of failure,’ so 
she considered starting the process 
to make Joe Biden the presidential 
nominee. World & Nation, Page A6 


Homicide Vigil 

Family and friends of a Madison 
teenager hold a vigil near the spot in 
Hartford where he was fatally 

1 2 stabbed. Sunday CT, Page B5 


No Wasting Food 
Some West Hartford residents are 
experimenting with food waste 


the curb in special brown bins every 
Thursday. SundayCT, Page B1 


Is Budget Fixed? 

The state’s towns and cities have 
weathered the budget storm, with 
the new budget addressing some 
critical issues, but Tolland’s town 


way. Insight, Page C1 


Doing Delray 
2 Florida’s Delray Beach, once rundown, Edsall On Twitter 
is now a popular destination witha 
beautiful beach and a bustling retail 
3 center. Travel, Page F1 


UConn’s football coach delivers his 
messages bright and early on social 
media. Sports, Page E1 
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recycling, putting the garbage out at 


manager says there must be a better 
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“Best Nutcracker 
in Connecticut” 


More Affordable Than 
Downtown Theater. 


Miku 
Kawamura 
from Japan 


5 


S 
Mehea Sun presents 
An Authentic Legendary Production Eric Carnes 
3 3 Albano trained dancer, 


ATO S A performs in Italy and France 


with live orchestra Bien 
Welte Theater, Central CT State Univ., New Britain 
Dec. 2nd and Dec. 3rd 
Mohegan Sun Cabaret Theater 
Dec 8th-10th 
See International stars of today- 


Henry 
Seth 


from the 
New York 
City Ballet 


Sabrina 
Rinaldi 
from Croatia 


Tickets: (860) 232-8898 or online: albanoballet. ae 


